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It is not impossible that the Essene movement finally
merged with and was absorbed into Christianity. If so1 the
fusion left no perceptible trace. The dissolution of the brother-
hood is wrapt in obscurity; perhaps it was consummated as
the result of that tempest which swept the Palestinian world
in the time of Hadrian.2

The question has been raised whether the Ossseans,
Sampsseans and Elkesaites mentioned by Epiphanius3 may not
represent a survival of the three higher classes of the Essenes,
lingering on into Christian times.4 Epiphanius seems to believe
it, but there is a measure of uncertainty in his convictions, and
still more in his information. The whole subject is veiled in
darkness, nor does it bear directly upon our present theme.

What really concerns us in Essenism is not only the fact
that it has sometimes been thought to have produced Jesus,
but rather that it reveals to us, within the compass of orthodox
Judaism, a society which supplemented the Torak with a rule
of life, a discipline, speculations, and ritual practices which
were foreign to the tradition of Jahwism, but which rendered
possible the interpenetration of the national religion by the
spirit and ideas of a cosmological gnosis. Moreover, it furnishes
a remarkable example of the strange religious growths which
could flourish on the ancient Jewish soil.

1 This is Kohler's position in CCLXXHI, 238 ff., where he makes the
Essenes responsible for everything of an apoealpytic nature in Jesus'
teaching and for all the apocalpytic literature of the Church.  This is an
opinion for which I see no proof.

2 CCLXXVI, i, 170.                   3 Haer., xix, 5; xxx, 8; liii, 2.
4 CCLXV, 235 jfif., which supports this hypothesis.